
October 26, 2023

Public Workshop: 
Confirming Community 
Aspirations



Workshop Schedule

Time Activity

6:00 – 6:05 pm Welcome and Introductions

6:05 – 6:15 pm Overview Presentation and Engagement 
Instructions

6:15 – 6:35 pm 1st Living Room Small Group Discussion

6:35 – 6:55 pm 2nd Living Room Small Group Discussion

6:55 – 7:05 pm Interactive Game

7:05 – 7:25 pm 3rd Living Room Small Group Discussion

7:25 – 7:45 pm 4th Living Room Small Group Discussion

7:45 – 8:00 pm Wrap Up / Call to Action 



Orange County Land Use Plan 2050 Website

3https://www.orangecountylanduseplan.com/



Project Process

4
Summer 

2023
Fall 2025



What is a Comprehensive 
Land Use Plan?
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• 20-year vision for Orange County’s 
future

• Built from inclusive public 
engagement

• Addresses community needs/wants
• Guides growth and 

coordinates investment
• Connects 

County’s operations and investments 
through physical planning



What is a Comprehensive 
Land Use Plan?
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• Expresses a 20-year land use vision 
through goals, policies, and actions

• A tool that can be implemented 
through Unified Development 
Ordinance (UDO) 

• Required by law to 
administer County Zoning

• Municipalities in Orange County have 
their own jurisdictions and 
supporting plans



Currently Adopted Plan
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Future Land Use
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Currently adopted Future Land Use Map shows 
land use categories within Orange County: 
• activity nodes
• agricultural-residential uses
• economic development districts
• the rural buffer
• transition areas  

The updated Orange County Land Use Plan 2050 
and Future Land Use Map will guide 
decisions made by the County about where 
and how new development happens.



Planning Area

9

• Municipal Planning & Zoning 
Jurisdictions (Town + ETJ)

• Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ)

• County Planning & Zoning Jurisdiction

• Joint Planning Area / Transition Area

• Rural Buffer



Growth Rate Over the Last Decade
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Source: US Census Bureau, the Orange County 16th Annual State of the Community Report (September 2023)

Total Population (2010) Total Population (2020) Percent Growth 
(2010 to 2020)

North Carolina 9,535,483 10,439,388 9%
Orange County 133,801 148,696 11%
Alamance County 151,131 171,415 13%
Chatham County 63,505 76,285 20%

Durham County 267,587 324,833 21%
Wake County 900,993 1,129,410 25%



Population by Jurisdiction
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*Unincorporated Orange County means the areas in Orange County but outside of municipalities, including 
Carrboro, Chapel Hill, Durham, Hillsborough, and Mebane. 
**Portion within Orange County geographic limits
Source: OSBM State Demographer, 2022 Certified Population Estimates 

Population (2022) Percentage of Total Orange County 
Population

Chapel Hill* 59,270 39.9%
Unincorporated Orange County 54,579 36.7%
Carrboro 21,136 14.2%
Hillsborough 9,902 6.7%
Mebane* 3,675 2.5%
Durham* 145 0.1%
Total 148,707 100.0%
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The true value of 
planning lies 

ultimately in the 
implementation of 

collectively 
supported ideas.



Community Engagement Window #1
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• Community 
Workshop 

• Online 
engagement 
available now

• Community 
Meetings to be 
scheduled for 
January 2024 



Workshop “Living Rooms”
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Let’s have some Orange 
County fun with trivia! 
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What percentage of Orange County 
residents live in unincorporated 
(rural) Orange County versus towns?

A. 16%
B. 23%
C. 37% 
D. 42%

Answer: C. 37%



ANSWER: Orange County is split between two major 
watersheds - the Neuse and the Cape Fear River 
Basins. For both, the streams and rivers within the 
county are headwaters to those watersheds, which 
supply drinking water to the region. 
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What is unique about 
Orange County’s 
watersheds?



ANSWER: B. 24 minutes
18

What is the average travel time to 
get to work for Orange County 
residents?

A. 19 minutes
B. 24 minutes
C. 31 minutes
D. 42 minutes 
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Name an endangered species that 
can be found in Orange County.

• Amphibians: Neuse River waterdog
• Birds: red-cockaded woodpecker
• Clams: Dwarf wedgemussel, green floater, Atlantic 

pigtoe
• Fish: Cape Fear shiner, Carolina madtom

ANSWER: All of the above



Exit Questionnaire

Please fill this out! 

It will help the project 
team prepare for the 
Community Meetings in 
January.



How can you stay involved?
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• Sign up for updates on the website! 

• Please share the online engagement with 5 friends, family, 
neighbors, and coworkers! 

https://www.orangecountylanduseplan.com/



Thank you!

https://www.orangecountylanduseplan.com/
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